THE PERIOD OF ACHIEVEMENT                           s
did not look for a means of expressing the life of Soviet Russia in the powerful forms of the new architecture, but thought they were expressing what was wanted by vulgar ostentation, and that is what the Russian people have got. Derived from debased and grandiose Hellenistic (as distinct from Hellenic) architecture, and composed of tiers of colonnades, rising to a height of 1,350 feet, with a gigantic figure of Lenin, 260 feet high, at the top, it is like some Brobdingnagian wedding cake. It is a melancholy reflection when one considers the many impressive designs available that the U.S.S.R. should erect this childishly conceived skyscraper.
It is pleasant to turn from this to Mendelsohn's new home. To the west of Berlin, where the Grunewald forest adjoins the Havel lake, the ground slopes for some distance to the water's edge. Above this slope a road is cut and a few modern residences are built along it. At a point by the Rupenhorn Mendelsohn built his own house in 1929. The site is a long narrow strip running east and west from the roadway down the slope, gradually widening towards the lake. A stretch of level ground of about 180 feet is occupied by the front garden and the house, and then the descent begins. It is thickly covered with trees such as fir, oak, acacia, elder, silver birch, and willow, and many flowering shrubs have been planted, which in this position seem to continue their rich summer blossoms into the autumn. Where the descent is steepest the path changes to travertine steps. Ascending from the lake towards the house, silver birches spread their delicate patterns against the plain pale walls of the house and against the sky, demonstrating how beautiful is the combination of trees with the large plain masses of modern building.
The house, constructed mainly of steel and brick, extends almost the whole width of the site. It is long and narrow, as can be seen from the plans and illustrations, consisting mainly of a series of rooms in succession, but rooms project from the main rectangular block on either side at the north end. It is built on three floors. The basement (which means only a slight depth, with windows above the ground level) consists of the servants' quarters, store rooms, gymnasium, and most of the machinery connected with the various devices in which the house is rich. At the north end are the garage and service court. On the ground floor (see plan) are the living quarters, which consist mainly of dining-room and kitchen at the north end, and the hall and music room extending the whole length of the remainder. These rooms open on to a terrace from which a beautiful view is obtained, the trees of the garden forming the foreground, and beyond these the lake and the blue distant shore. Between the haU and
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